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words: "I have your man for Montreal." The man was
Paul de Chomedey, Sieur de Maisonneuve, who came
from Neuville-sur-Vanne near Troyes. He was not yet
thirty years of age; he had fought in Flanders; and his
chivalry matched his bravery. Best of all, he was
ready to leave for that "land of sanctity" where he
desired to receive no reward other than "the honour of
serving God and the King."

In the last month of July 1641, everything was in
readiness for the departure. Through the generosity
of a noble lady, the Marquise de Bullion, the settlers
were allowed to hope that the establishment of a
hospital would follow hard upon the foundation of
Ville Marie. This hope was fortified by the fact that a
young girl of Langres, Jeanne Mance, who desired to
devote her life to the service of the sick, had asked and
obtained permission to undertake the voyage.

When the valiant little band, with their provisions
and weapons, arrived in New France the season was
already too far advanced for them to proceed imme-
diately to the island of Montreal. Monsieur de
Maisonneuve and his companions were therefore forced
to pass the winter at Quebec where the Governor,
Montmagny, felt himself obliged to combat by every
means at his disposal the bold plan of the new
"crusaders." The strength and independence of Maison-
neuve surprised the men of Quebec, his tenacity
astonished them even more. Thus .on the morning of
the 18th of May, 1642, after having spent their first
night on the island itself, some fifty people, of whom
three were women, shouting with joy and singing
hymns, reached the point of land, "ready for building"
which had been cleared by Champlain himself thirty